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WHILE IT SEEMS that the AAL Review 2004 
was only yesterday, planning has already 
started on the 2006 Review - to be held in our 
nation’s capital on Saturday, 30th September 
2006. 

The venue for the review is Manuka Oval which 
is centrally located in Canberra near a range of 
the National Capital’s major tourist attractions. 
Manuka Oval is a first class oval with full 
facilities and serves as the home of cricket and 
AFL in Canberra. The Prime Minister’s XI 
Cricket match and AFL games are among the 
highlights with the ground often reaching its 

15,000 capacity. 

The theme for the 2006 
Review Education 
Competition is “Flight 
Without Engines”, 
focusing on the 
contribution to flight 
made by ballooning and 
gliding. The popular 
“Beat the Buzzer” 
competition will also be 
held on the Friday night.  

The Drill Competitions will be conducted using 
Drill Diagram No.6 and the fixed piece tune for 
band, solo drum and bugle competitions shall 
be Tune No. 20, “Bugle March #12 Platburg” . 

Ball games will also feature at the Review, 
games including tunnel ball and run and throw 
relay to be played. 

For more information on the AAL Review 2006 , 
check out Federal Field Circular 1/05 (available 
from the AAL website) or watch out for further 
news in the Air League Flyer . 

Australian Air League Review 2006 - Canberra 

WELCOME to the latest initiative in Australian 
Air League communication. We are not all at 
the stage where we can discard hard copy in 
favour of electronic medium but the day is fast 
approaching. 

Although the AAL Website has done much to 
mould us into one big united family, we found 
that interstate news was still not known to the 
majority of members. Many were amazed when 
Western Australia appeared at the AAL Review 
in Ballarat as they didn't know we had 
commenced operations over there. 

Most of the Groups produce their own 
newsletters and it is our intention that this 
publication will supplement such documents. As 
the official organ of the organization, it is 
intended that this publication be circulated to 
Governments, Councils, Corporations and the 
like as well as our own members, so that we 
can expand our exposure and recognition to 
new areas. 

Being your publication, it is your job to provide 
articles, photos and general information for the 
Editor to process. We are also looking for 
Companies interested advertising as a means of 
offsetting publication costs. 

I hope you all share my enthusiasm for the 
future of our latest initiative. 

 

 

 

 

 

Keith Bridge, 

Chief Commissioner.   

Message from the Chief 
Commissioner 

Your Advertisement Here!  

 

Do you have a product or service that you would like to see advertised here? 

The Air League Flyer is distributed around Australia to cadets and Officers of the AAL, as well as 
schools, aviation businesses and others. 

To get your product advertised here, contact the Editor for details and help support tomorrow’s 
aviators TODAY! 
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the Spitfire so special? 
The Spitfire is the most famous plane in the world - although it is 
completely irrelevant these days. It looked right, it flew right, it 
was right. But then some people still like the Beatles, right? 
 
Mr Watson, you don't hold a pilots license, but you  probably 
should have a logbook! You've flown in many differen t 
types of aircraft, from P-51 Mustangs, to the Conco rde, and 
the Super Hornet. Have you ever considered learning to fly 
yourself? 
Still trying! 
 
Shortly you'll be off to France to check out the Air bus A380. 
As it takes shape, it's going to move the benchmark s for 

passenger aircraft a bit higher. It's an impressive  
aeroplane, especially in the area of 

technology. How far do you 
believe that computers 
can take aviation? 
Computers have advanced 
to a point where most 

commercial airliners are flown 
by them although I doubt the 
travelling public will ever want 
to fly in something without a 
pilot. It has taken the fun out of 
flying but it has made it much 
safer.  
 
As well as aviation, you have 

also been a motoring editor 
and produced a documentary 
on classic cars. Do you have a 
favourite car, and have you 
owned any interesting or rare 
classic cars?  
I have a 1958 Jaguar XK 150 which 

has been in one movie and two TV 
commercials.. the only time it has ever made me any money. 
Also I have a 1967 Morris Minor Traveller. God of course drives 
a Morris Minor or possibly a Spitfire. 
 

LAST YEAR the Australian Air League was pleased to 
announce that Mr Jeff Watson had accepted an invitation to be 
the Patron of the League. Mr Watson is probably best known for 
his role as a presenter on television shows such as ‘Beyond 
2000’ and ‘Getaway’, however he has also served as a war 
correspondent in the Middle East, produced a number of aviation 
documentaries, written several books and is a motoring editor.  
 
Mr Watson is also an aviator, and has flown in over 50 types of 
aircraft including the Harrier jump jet, the F/A-18 and the 
Concorde. Recently, Sqn Sgt Travis Kolek of City of Blacktown 
Sqn, NSW was able to reverse the roles and interviewed Mr 
Watson for the AAL Flyer..  
 
Mr Watson, I was wondering - 
what 'spark' led to your interest 
in aviation? 
I was born near an airfield where 
they built Spitfires. First plane I 
ever saw was a Spitfire. That’s 
the best sort of spark. The 
aeroplane has changed our lives 
more than any other invention in 
the 20th century. 
 
You began your career as a 
journalist for print and 
electronic media - a job that 
included several overseas 
assignments. What would 
you consider the 
highlights of your 
journalist career? 
Getting inside the Space 
Shuttle Challenger and meeting John 
Young commander of Columbia on the first Shuttle 
mission. Neither Challenger or Columbia still exist, but space 
research is still the high frontier. 
 
In 1971 you moved to Australia. What brought you "d own-
under"? 
I was a war correspondent in the Middle East. Not a very good 
one. I had powerful friends in the RAF who would fly me 
anywhere. I got off the plane in Sydney and the ABC offered me 
a job. 
 
The TV show that you're probably best known for in 
Australia is 'Beyond 2000'. During your time with t hat show 
you would have seen some pretty cool technology in a 
variety of fields. What would you consider to be th e most 
interesting new technology that you came across in that 
time? 
Good question. Most of the alternative energy projects-wind, 
wave, solar came to nothing. We spend a fortune on things to kill 
people and the third world starves. Still, we have mobile phones 
that take pictures... Fusion reactors have some promise but they 
are very expensive. The rest of it is just consumer electronics- 
cheap gadget for people who are easily pleased. The main 
issues like energy generation, global warming, and 
overpopulation are still not being addressed because there's no 
money in it for the major corporations. 
 
In 1989 you realised a story called 'Spitfire Over Australia'  
which covered the rebuilding of the only airworthy Spitfire 
in Australia by Col Pay. These aircraft are probably  one of 
the most famous types in history. What do you think  makes 

  Interview with  
                        

Your Advertisement Here! 
Do you have a product or service that you would like to see 
advertised here? 
 
 
The Air League Flyer is distributed around Australia to cadets 
and Officers of the AAL, as well as schools, aviation 
businesses and others. 
 
 
To get your product advertised here, contact the Editor for 
details and help support tomorrow’s aviators TODAY! 

Jeff Watson 
by 
W.Off Travis Kolek 
City of Blacktown Sqn 
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THE  AUSTRALIAN AIR LEAGUE  has re-established itself in South Australia after an 
absence of 4 years with the opening of Parafield Combined  Squadron   on the 28th 
January 2005.  
 
In 2004 the South Australian Aviation Cadet Unit (SAACU) approached the Air League 
with a view to ceasing operations and joining the Air League. An agreement was 
reached and on the 28th January the SAACU held its last parade night, re-establishing 
as the Australian Air League Parafield Combined Squadron on the same night. The 
Squadron has 18 male cadets, 6 female cadets, 6 male officers and 1 female officer, as 
well as a Branch Committee. 
 
The SAACU activities were very similar to those of the Air League however, did not 
have the wide range of education, field and drill subjects available to them.  
 
The first night saw a majority of members receive their membership certificates and 
membership booklets as well as being fitted out and supplied with forage caps, cap 
badges, tie pins and their Parafield arm flashes. In addition all cadet members were measured for future supply of shirts and trousers 
with Officers expecting to place orders within a week or so for Officers tunics and trousers. It is expected that all members will be in 
AAL uniform shortly, and the Squadron flag has been ordered. 
 
The League is anxious to increase membership at Parafield and to also establish others Squadrons with the Adelaide metropolitan 
area. Once Parafield logistics have been attended to this will be the next task in South Australia. 
 
Parafield Squadron is the first Squadron of the South Australia Wing, which will be administered and coordinated by Gp Cmr Sue 
Jackson, MSA who returns to active duty from the Retired Officers List.  
 
This project was managed by Comr Ian Rickards, LM MSA DSA (Federal Admin and Finance Comr) and Lt.Comr. Judy Owen, JP, 
MSA, Gp Comr Ray King, MSA, and Wg Capt Russell Owen of Victoria Group, and sincere thanks must go to them for their work in 
spearheading this project. 
 
Parafield Squadron can be contacted direct to the OC Sqn.Capt. Ed Melvin (08 8258 5679 edmelvin@picknowl.com.au ) or the 2IC 
Sqn.Lt. Dave Thatcher (08 8289 8760 davidwt@senet.com.au ) The League's free call number 1800 502 175 and email 
info@airleague.com.au is also available for accessing South Australian details. 

Air League re-opens in South Australia 
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ON SUNDAY 21st November 2004, Officers and Cadets from around Victoria converged on the small general aviation airfield of 
Lilydale, in the middle of the Yarra Valley. This small airfield, which consists of two parallel grass runways and a few tin hangers, has, 
for over 15 years, provided a home for the Lilydale Squadron of the Australian Air League .  
 
Now, as much as I know all Victorians are secretly in love with Lilydale Squadron and just can't get enough of us, I think their 
presence may have had something to do with the RACV Centenary “Wings and Wheels” Day - a car show / air show organised by 
the RACV to raise money for charity. Although we had some heavy rain in the days leading up to the event, the weather switched on 
with a great sunny day when it really mattered. 
 

We had set up our recruiting display not too far from the Squadron 
Hall, which is right next to one of the engine run-up areas at the 
south end of the field. This turned out to convenient for the cadets, 
since after the Roulettes flew in from their base, they parked their 
aircraft just across from the hall!  
 
Not wasting an opportunity like this, arrangements were made for 
the Roulette pilots to talk to the cadets about what it takes to 
become an aerobatic pilot. The cadets were also given an 
opportunity to ask questions which the team happily answered and 
afterwards invited the Cadets present to participate in a photo 
shoot. 
 
Unfortunately it wasn't all play and no work – we had previously 
agreed to assist the air show organisers with securing the 
restricted areas of the airfield and now it was time to carry out our 
duties. We teamed up with several Cadets to an Officer, and set 
about parading up and down the barrier cord, making sure no one 
tried to make off with the Caribou, the replica P-51 Mustang, or any 

of the other aircraft on display. It also gave us a great chance to see these aircraft up-close where the general public were not 
permitted to go. 
 
Throughout my time near the barriers I had several people asking various questions about the aircraft on display and the Australian 
Air League, but perhaps the strangest request was one man who came up to me and asked me where I was stationed. I stood 
perplexed for a few moments before I realised he thought I was an officer of the RAAF!  I can add that to the list of people I have been 
mistaken for whilst in uniform, which includes, of all things, a 
Sovereign Hill employee – but that's another story! 
 
Now it was time for the main event – The RAAF Roulettes ! By 
this stage events were winding down for the day, and most of the 
cadets had retreated to the Lilydale Squadron Hall. Due to the 
location of the airfield – on the edge of nowhere – the Roulettes 
were able to fly much lower and closer to the crowd than at the 
“major” air shows. This resulted in an absolutely unbeatable view 
of the display – and right in front of our Squadron Hall. As one 
member commented, “it's like our own personal air show!” 
 
All in all, I feel I can say that everyone had a great day. It was 
great to see members from squadrons all over the state volunteer 
their time to help out with the barrier work and recruiting display, 
even though there would be no direct benefit to their squadron. It 
was a great effort, and I think a superb testament to the teamwork 
between Squadrons and Wings, which is prevalent within Victoria 
Group. 

RAAF Roulettes and Australian Air League 

by 2nd Officer Darren Cubitt—Lilydale Squadron Vic. 

 “airmanship”  “airmanship”  n. the safe and efficient 

operation of an aircraft both on the ground and in the air. 

Always ensure you leave the park brake on when 
 the aircraft is unattended! 

There are three rules for making a smooth landing,  
                

unfortunately, no one knows what they are! 

�  
�  
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was grey. As we pulled the gliders out of the hangar I was 
praying for good weather. My wish came true as the rain held off 
for the whole weekend. 
 
After my second flight of the day my instructor came over to me 
and said: ”You handled that flight well, so how would you like to 
go solo?” I said that I would love to and I jumped into the next 
available glider. Although I was excited about going solo I was 
also a nervous, but not as nervous as my instructor. He was so 
carried away giving me my final instructions that he gave the OK 

for launch signal without attaching the 
towrope to the glider. 
 
 
Flying the glider felt very different 
considering it was almost 70kg 
lighter without my instructor. I quickly 
got used to this on aerotow and 
released at 2000 feet (610m) I 
would normally release at 3,000 
feet but the cloud was quite low. As 
I flew through 1,800 feet (558m) I 
looked back where my instructor 
would normally sit, and I laughed. 
I could not believe I was at the 
controls of a glider all by myself. 
At 1,500 feet (465m) I started 
thinking and planning my circuit 
as I headed towards the joining 

areas. 
 

By this time I could just see a crowd of people watching me from 
the side of the strip, so I tried my best to concentrate and fly the 
best I could. At 1,100 feet (341m) I went through my pre-landing/
FUST check (flaps set, undercarriage down, speed set and 
trimmed). When this was complete I gave my radio call: 
“Camden Ground, glider Charlie Quebec Bravo on downwind for 
glider zero six (06)”. As I turned onto base leg I lowered my flaps 
and monitored my speed and angle to the strip, deciding when to 
make the turn onto final approach. 
 
On finals I noticed an overshoot so I opened half airbrakes and 
flared about 1 metre off the ground. The glider slowly drifted 
towards the ground as it ran out of speed and came to a stop. As 
I headed towards the crowd I was congratulated, and the only 
way I could get the smile off my face was by making me shout 
the drinks. 
 
Peter Moffitt is a Cadet with Padstow Boys Squadron, NSW 
 
Do you have an interesting story to tell? Check out the back 
page of the Air League Flyer  for information on how you can 
get published! 
 

IT ALL STARTED on the 4th February 2001, when my mother 
took me out to Camden Aerodrome to have my first Trial 
Instructional Flight (TIF) . The flight was done in a Romanian 
built IS-28B2 two-seat trainer. Weighing about 400kg it makes 
you wonder how they stay up for hours at a time. The controls 
and basic instruments were explained to me before the glider 
was towed up to 3000 feet (914m) above sea level. Once we 
released from the tow plane I was at the controls for the first 
time, thermalling up to 4,500 feet (1,372m). When we reached 
the maximum height of the Camden area I was put to the test 
with some aerobatics. We did stalls, full spins, loops and steep 
turns all pulling about 2-3 G’s. I enjoyed my flight so 
much I joined the Southern Cross Gliding 
Club on that very day. 
 
Shortly I received my logbook 
and “Basic Gliding 
Knowledge”, which I started 
reading whenever I had spare 
time. I also applied for a 
scholarship by writing a letter to 
the Gliding Club committee. It 
was generously granted, and 
gave me a year’s free 
membership and free aircraft hire. 
Because instruction if free, I only 
pay for the launch charge. So far 
the scholarship has saved me over 
$800! 
 
The good thing about gliding is that 
you are a member of a club and you 
spend the whole day at the aerodrome, rather than a flying 
school at which you turn up for your flight and go home. Each 
day consists of arriving about 9:00am and washing and 
inspecting the gliders. They are then towed from the hangars 
and onto the grass runway. All members help launch the gliders, 
man the radio and attend to customers. The other bonus about 
gliding clubs is that you will make a lot of new friends whereas, 
in a flying school, you will only make a couple of new friends. 
 
After many days spent undergoing instruction I was ready for 
solo by my fifteenth birthday. Unfortunately we had bad weather 
two weekends in a row. I still 
ended up flying on these days, 
but it was too windy to go solo. 
The normal circuit seed is 50 
knots, but with 20 knots of 
wind the circuit had to be flown 
safely at 65 knots (130kph 
approx.). 
 
A week later my mother drove me out to Camden again. As we 
drove past the strip I noticed the windsock was dead, but the sky 
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Look Mum... No Engine!      by Cadet Peter Moffitt - Padstow Sqn 

It pays to advertise! 
 

Do you have a product or service that you would like to see advertised here? 
 

The Air League Flyer is distributed around Australia to cadets and Officers of the AAL, as well as 
schools, aviation businesses and others. 

 

To get your product advertised here, contact the Editor for details and help support tomorrow’s aviators 
TODAY! 
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AT THE END of 2004 SGT Natasha Jones from Doyalson Squadron achieved a milestone in receiving a special award from the 
Order of Australia Committee  for her service to the community through the Australian Air League . The presentation was made by 
the Governor of NSW, Marie Bashir at Government House on 24 November. 
 
During her six short years with Doyalson Squadron, Natasha has progressed to the rank of Sergeant, has achieved the Duke of 
Edinburgh Bronze Award and was selected as the League’s National Cadet of the Year for 2004.  Natasha has also received 
Squadron awards for Personal Presentation, Community Service, Dedication, Leadership, Attendance and Fund Raising. 
 
At the end of last year, Natasha was also awarded the Lioness Youth of the Year at regional level, and was chosen as School Captain 
for Lakes Anglican Grammar School for 2005. 
 
Natasha ended 2004 by being awarded Doyalson-Wyee RSL’s President’s Shield for Outstanding Youth of the Year and her start for 
2005 was no less spectacular.  At a special Mayoral Dinner, Natasha was awarded Wyong Shire Council’s Australia Day Honours List 
Award of Youth of the Year. 
 
Natasha is very active within the Squadron’s Education, Leadership, 
Sporting, Fund Raising and Flying programmes and in particular, our 
Community Service programme, strongly supporting the Squadron ethic of 
giving back to the community, the support the community gives to our 
Squadron.  She is also a member of the Squadron Band, taking the position 
as Bass Drummer. 
 
Each year our Squadron supports and is actively involved in the Clean-Up 
Australia Day, the Salvation Army’s Red Shield Appeal, Planet Arc’s 
National Tree Day, the Dept. of Ageing, Disability & Home Care’s two annual 
Premier’s Concerts for the Aged at Sydney’s Entertainment Centre, the 
National Servicemen’s annual Children’s Cancer Appeal, and the Cancer 
Council’s annual Relay for Life held last month, at which Natasha broke her 
record of last year by walking 129 laps (50.4 km).  During all these events, 
Natasha takes an outstanding active role and sets a fine example for her 
fellow cadets.  
 
Natasha has also been awarded many commendations for her excellence in 
debating, public speaking, National Chemistry and Mathematics 
competitions and the National Australia Day Council’s award for Citizenship.  

Sgt Natasha Jones receives the 2005 Wyong Shire 
Council Australia Day Honours List award for 

Youth of the Year  

A Most Remarkable Cadet! 
by Gp. Comr. Pam Price - NSW Girls Group 

 Your Advertisement 
Here! 

 
 
 
 
 

Do you have a product or service that you would like to see 
advertised here? 

 

The Air League Flyer is distributed around Australia to cadets 
and Officers of the AAL, as well as schools, aviation 
businesses and others. 

 

To get your product advertised here, contact the Editor for 
details and help support tomorrow’s aviators TODAY! Opening of Manly Hall in the mid 1930s 
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contributing to maintenance. 
 
On the other hand – a composite fuselage won’t corrode and 
can withstand greater pressure. This means the cabin can be 
pressurised to the equivalent of an altitude of 6000ft rather than 
8000ft. The stronger 787 can also have a more humid cabin 
without fear of 
corrosion, all of 
which leads to a 
more 
comfortable 
flight for 
passengers. 
 
The fuselage 
sections of the 
787 are one-
piece 
barrels – 

doing away 
with the 
traditional 
fuselage 
of panels bolted together. This will make way for a lighter 
aircraft, with no rivets or bolts and making assembly cheaper 
and faster.  
 
The carbon fibre fabric is applied to a metal cylinder mould 
by up to 8 robotic tape laying heads that wrap the foot wide 
sticky ribbons soaked in epoxy in layers. Once a fuselage 
section is wrapped around the mould it is cooked in an 
immense oven at around 120°C to cure and harden the  
composite materials. Once cured – the mandrel is removed 
and a robot cutting machine cuts out openings for the 
windows and doors. 
 
Over the next year Boeing will build more sections of the 
aircraft to refine the manufacturing process, before 
production start in 2006, with the first flight expected in 
2007. 

EARLIER THIS YEAR Boeing completed the first fuselage 
section for its newest jet airliner, the 787 Dreamliner. The 
structure, 7 metres long and 6 metres wide is made entirely of 
composites and represents a revolution in aircraft manufacture. 
 
Traditionally, aircraft have been built out of aluminium, with a 
skeleton of stringer and frames enclosed by an aerodynamic 
“skin” around 6mm thick. Weight is a major factor in aircraft 
design, and skins, frames and stringers made out of carbon fibre 
are lighter than aluminium but just as strong. Making the aircraft 
out of composites can reduce the aircraft’s weight whilst 
increasing its strength. 
 
Composites also have other advantages. The biggest cause of 
fatigue on an aluminium aircraft comes from pressurising and 
depressurising the cabin thousands of times over a lifetime of 
take-offs and landings. Inflating the fuselage to maintain cabin 
pressure wears on the aluminium frame and the joints between 
hundreds of skin panels. Corrosive moisture also builds up 
inside an aircraft – all 
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Above: The first Boeing 787 fuselage 
section 

Left: Artist’s impression of the Boeing 
787 in flight 

Azeem’s son will be joining a new Squadron that will be opening 
in the northern suburbs of Perth in the near future. 
 

South Australia 
Parafield  Squadron  continues to develop and has consolidated, 
with all members are now in AAL uniform. 
 
Four NCOs visited Victoria in May for the NCO Training Camp at 
Gilwell Park where they made contact and many new friends. 
The Squadron has a good Branch Committee supporting the 
Officers and it is expected that Parafield will be the catalyst to 
open further new Squadrons shortly. 
 

Marketing and Public Relations 
The League’s newly appointed National Marketing and Public 
Relations Officer, Troy Green, will be assisting in Western 
Australia and South Australia with development and promotion. 
 
Troy, previously an Officer in New South Wales , now resides in 
South Australia and has joined the Federal team in this new and 
vital appointment. 

Latest News 
 
 

Western Australia 
Melville Squadron has now moved to Jandakot  Airport and has 
changed names to Jandakot Squadron . The Squadron meets 
at the Royal Aero Club of Western Australia’s premises, the 
club’s CEO Mr David Currey has welcomed the League and 
offered the club’s ongoing support. 
 
The Squadron now meets on a Thursday evening which better 
suits the members, and they are continuing to do well in their 
education program. The Squadron recently promoted its first 
NCO, and now that they have a new home, development is a 
major project. 
 
The Western Australian Wing also has a new Officer 
Commanding. Sqn Lt. Azeem Shar is the General Manager of 
the Metro Hotel, South Perth and is a student pilot working 
towards his PPL with the University Flying Club who fly with 
Minovation Flying School at Jandakot Airport. 
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At the National Jet Centre we were able to go inside a Boeing 
727 and watch the staff give another aircraft (a BAe 146) a “jet 
wash”, using some pretty heavy duty scrubbing brushes and 
hoses. During the visit we also went inside a cabin simulation 
unit that is used to train cabin staff. Our thanks to Air Services 
Australia and to the National Jet Centre for allowing us to come 
on this very informative visit. 
 
Have you always wanted to be a fire fighter? Visit the Airservice 
website, 
 http://www.airservices.gov.au/employment/arff/arffrecruitment.asp  
to learn more about a career as an Airservice Fire fighter! 
 
 
(Originally appeared in the Qld  newsletter, The Informer) 
 

IN OCTOBER last year Cadets, Officers and parents from Gold 
Coast, Redlands and Logan City Squadrons in Queensland paid 
a visit to Brisbane Airport for a tour of the Airservices Rescue 
and Fire Fighting Centre (ARFF) and the National Jet Centre 
maintenance facilities. 
 
Airservices provide Rescue and Fire Fighting services at 17 
airport locations around Australia, including Brisbane Airport and 
employs over 500 people. The ARFF centres operate a number 
of specialised high performance vehicles and equipment and are 
responsible for aircraft accidents and incidents and fire 
protection at airports buildings. During the Air League’s visit the 
Officer of the ARFF service gave a tour of their facilities and 
equipment, and put on some great displays. The cadets were 
able to visit the control centre and climb inside some of the huge 
rescue vehicles. 

Brisbane Airport Emergency Services 
By Gp. Lt. David Malcolm                                 and National Jet Ce ntre  
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CrossWord 
Across 

1. An NCO with two chevrons is a... 
3. Control of a helicopter 
5. GPS stands for Global ___________ System 
9. Who was the pilot of the world's first privately owned space ship? 
10. What is the paved surface linking the tarmac and runway called? 
12. The first man into space? 
14. The first controlled, powered flight of an aeroplane in Australia was 
made by Harry _______ 
16. An aircraft that lands on a hull shaped fuselage is a... 
18. Where was the first Squadron of the Australian Air League was 
opened ? 
19. Which department is responsible for aviation safety in Australia? 
 

Down 

2. Which side of the cockpit does the pilot sit on? 
3. The next AAL Review will be held in ... 
4. What colour lanyard does a retired Officer wear? 
6. Which flag is lowered during a General Salute? 
7. The control surface that makes aeroplane climb and dive 
8. US Navy aerobatics team 
11. An aircraft with three sets of wings is called a? 
13. What registration prefix do aircraft in Australia have? 
15. U in the phonetic alphabet is… 
17. What type of plane was Kingsford Smith flying when he disappeared? 
 
(answer on page 12…) 

Airbus A380 takes flight! 

27th APRIL saw the new Airbus A380  take to the air for its first  
test flight, from Blagnac international airport in Toulouse, 
France. Flown by Claude Lelaie, Senior Vice President Flight 
Division and Chief Test pilot, and Vice President Jacques 
Rosay, the flight lasted 3 hrs and 54 min, and confirmed that the 
new aircraft and engines handled as expected. 
 
For its first flight, the A380 carried the registration F-WWOW and 
was powered by four Rolls Royce Trent 900 engines. It took off 
at a weight of 421 tonnes, the highest of any civil airliners ever 
and during the flight around South West France the crew 
explored the flight envelope. 
 
They tested the A380’s handling using both direct and normal 
flight controls with the landing gear up and down, and with all 
flap and slat settings whilst at cruise altitude. They also made an 
initial evaluation of the comfort levels in both the main and upper 

decks, confirming that the cabin was very quiet and the ride 
smooth. 
 
This maiden flight marks the beginning of a rigorous test flight 
campaign involving the first 5 A380s, including one for the 
certification of the Engine Alliance GP7200 engine on the A380, 
during which they will log some 2,500 flight hours. It will 
culminate with the certification of the A380 followed by its entry 
into airline service in the second half of 2006 with Singapore 
Airlines . 
 
The A380 is the world’s biggest airliner, with the capacity to 
eventually carry 1,000 passengers. Costing over US$12 billion 
to develop, Airbus has orders for 139 of the aircraft, including 12 
for Qantas . 

Above: Artist’s impression of the A380 as it will 
appear in service with Qantas 

Above: A380 take to the air for the first time 
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while Savage himself begins to crack under the burden of 
command. The film examines the human cost of the daylight 
bombing campaign and the cost of the leadership required on the 
men who led the campaign. 
WWII buffs will love this film. Made in 1949, it is 100% authentic 
with equipment, uniforms and B-17 aircraft. There are no 
expensive reproduction uniforms and equipment, there are no CGI 
duplications of one or 
two surviving aircraft - 
there are B-17s 
everywhere! 
 
Finally, this film is 
apparently still a 
training film at the 
USAF Academy and I 
would consider it well 
worth using in AAL 
NCO and Officer 
leadership training 
courses. 
 
This is one of my favourite films of all time and its now available 
on DVD at all good video retailers. 
 

12 O’Çlock High  
 
Year:                    1949 
Runtime:              127 min 
Rating:                 G 
Colour:                 Black and White 
 
Trivia -The B-17 plane crash at the beginning is no special effect. 
Stunt pilot Paul Mantz was paid $4,500 to crash land the bomber! 
 
Would you like to write a review for the Air League Flyer ? Check 
out the back page for information on how you can get published! 

OUR FIRST FILM REVIEW  is written 
by Sqn.Lt. Edwin Lowe of Padstow 
Sqn in NSW. Its not a latest release, 
but a timeless classic. Re-released 
on DVD, it’s a must-have for any 
serious aviation film collection. 
 
 
I have just watched this film again for the 
upteempth time.  Starring Gregory Peck, 
this film won 3 Oscars in 1949. 

 
If you are looking for an action packed, gore filled adventure, this 
is not for you. This film is one of the most authentic war films 
ever made, yet there are only 5-10 mins of (actual) battle 
sequences in the entire 127 mins. There is no false glorification 
of war, disguised as naive patriotism (Saving Private Ryan), 
there is no false Hollywoodisation of history (Pearl Harbour), 
there is no sensationalism (Memphis Belle 1990), there are no 
worn out clichés typical of this period - This is one of the true 
classics of cinema and is a serious and sobering drama, 
superbly written and scripted, which examines the human will 
and spirit under the most adverse situations. And it is loosely 
based on a true story. 
 
Twelve O'clock High examines the problems and struggles of 
leadership, commitment 
and dedication in a 
WWII bomber group. 
Gregory Peck plays 
Brig. Gen Savage, who 
is sent to relieve the 
commander of the 918th 
Bomb Group, which has 
fallen to a state of 
operational inefficiency 
through a lack of morale 
and discipline. Savage 
quickly stamps his harsh 
authority and discipline 
on the group. The group resents his authority and is on the 
verge of mutiny, however Savage's efforts pay off and the group 
pulls together to be the most effective unit in the 8th Air Force, 

Film Review - 

       12 O’Clock High  

George Campbell Wing Parade and Swimming Carnival 

2004 saw the Australian Air League  open a new  Squadron in 
Lithgow NSW, on the western slopes of the Blue Mountains 
about 2 hours from Sydney. Scarcely 4 months later they hosted 

their first Wing Parade 
through the 
street of 
Lithgow with 
a large 
number of 
Squadrons 
making the trip 
to take part.  

The day was 
fine and sunny, 
and after the 

parade the 
NSW Boys 
Group annual 
swimming 
carnival was 
held at 
Lithgow 
pools.  A 
great time 
was had by 
all those 
who 

participated, 
with first place being won by  
Mt Pritchard Squadron. 
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Crossword  #1 Answers 

THE AUSTRALIAN ARMY will soon be equipped with 12 new 
troop lift helicopters as part of a project to give it the ability to 
move more soldiers further and faster from the Navy’s 
amphibious lift ships, HMAS Kanimbla and Manoora. 

 

The helicopter, the Eurocopter Multi Role Helicopter 90 (MRH 
90) is the new generation of multi-role helicopters, equipped with 
state-of-the-art technology, a rear ramp that can be used to load 
small vehicles, a flexible cabin configuration, a full fly-by-wire 
flight control system and digital cockpit.  

 

Selected over 
the Black Hawk 
made by US 
firm Sikorsky, 
it can carry up 
to 18 troops 
plus four 
crew or 
4000kg of 
underslung 
cargo, 
cruises at up to 
160 knots and has a maximum 
range of over 900km. Built in Europe and 
assembled in Brisbane, it is purpose-built for amphibious 
operations and will increase Army’s troop lift capability by more 
than half. 

 

The first MRH 90s will be delivered to A Squadron, 5 Aviation in 
Townsville, Queensland starting in 2007 with the final aircraft 
expected to be delivered in 2008.  

 

This will allow the relocation of a Squadron of Black Hawk 
helicopters to Sydney where they will form 171 Squadron and 
provide support for the Defence Force’s Special Forces with 
enhanced mobility and training effectiveness. 

Army to get new Troop lift 
Helicopter 

Do YOU have what it takes? 

 
 
 

 
 
Do you have what is takes to be a “Cadet Reporter” for the  
Air League Flyer ? 
 

We’re looking for cadets (and Officers!) with a fla ir for 
writing to contribte to the Air League’s newsletter . 
Previously unpublished editorial contributions of ar ticles, 
reviews, interviews, photos, drawing, cartoons and 
anything of interest to Air League members are welc ome. 
We are also after reporters to cover events around the 
country and interview people in the aviation indust ry.  

 

For further information on how to get published, co ntact 
the editor by email at editor@airleague.com.au or by writing 
to 

               The Editor 
               Air League Flyer 
               PO Box 1226 
               Narre Warren DC VIC 3805  

On Tuesday 17th May Mr Wal Stack 
passed away. Wal joined the Australian 
Air League in 1934 and along with Keith 
Robey was amongst the earliest intake 
of cadets. He and Keith remained 
lifelong friends. Wal was a graduate 
Aeronautical Engineer who flew 
Lancaster Bombers in WW2. After the 
War he worked in England with Bristol on 
the design of the Brabazon. On his return to Australia, he joined 
Qantas as Senior Aircraft Performance Engineer and also 
resumed his AAL career becoming Federal Education 
Commissioner in 1954. Along with Ken Gould, he was 
instrumental in developing the Air League Education System 
from six badges (GP6 to GP1) towards the current system in use 
today. 

 

Along with Jack Gundry he was very influential in encouraging 
many Air League Cadets (including Chief Commissioner Keith 
Bridge) to take up careers in the Aviation World, particularly 
Engineering. 

 

His Funeral was held at St. Marks Church, Harbord NSW. 

Farewell Wal Stack 


